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AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered before a Convention of Physicians, 
held at the city of Albany, N. Y., May 15th, 
1850, for the purpose of organizing a Medi- 
cal Society of the State for the Homeopa- 
thie School. 


BY & R. KIRBY, M. D. 


(Pablished by order of the Conventiun.) 


GentLemen:—All men should be free in 
the enjoyment and promulgation of their opin- 
ions. A practical denial of this natural and 
just right is the chief cause of the slow progress 
of trath on all subjects, especially on the sub- 
ject of medicine. What limit, if any, should 
be fixed to the rule, I shall not discuss; for, 
so far as medicine is concerned, I claim that 
it is unlimited. 


in their circumstances. These inequalities, 
when acted on by unequal laws of govern- 
ment, and by monopolizing associations, usa- 
ally created and managed by the spirit of 
demagogueism, necessarily lead te a slavish 
fear in thinking and acting. ‘The history of 
medical associations shows that the healing art 
has made but little progress through their in- 
strumentality ; and the reason of it is plain 
enough ; for scarcely more than a single mind 
controls each association ; and that one not 
unfrequent!y seeks fame, pecuniary emolu- 
ment, or both ; and not the spirit of scientific 
investigation. Reputations are manufactured 
by medical associations, which are an imposi- 
tion upon the people. 

Why is it that medical societies, to speak 
only of those of our own country, flourish but 
for a short period? They begin to decline 
almost as soon as they are organized. The 
answer to this question is, their avowed object 
cannot, by them, be accomplished. They are 
not adapted to the work they undertake, for 
they usually partake more of a political than 
of a scientific character; for which reason 
they gradually become the instruments of op- 
pression for opinion’s sake. If you examine 
the history of the profession of this State since 
1806, you may see that I am sustained in 
these views. In that year our Legislature 
passed an act for the organization of a Medi- 
eal Society in each county in the State, and 
also a State Medical Society, to be composed 
of permanent members, and a delegate from 
each county society. Organizations in accord- 
ance with the act took place, and for several 
years things seemed to go along smoothly ; 
but after a while zeal diminished, physicians 
became indifferent and refused to unite with 
the couniy societies, until it was discovered 
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ments, in their knowledge, in their skill, and 









































































ARNT HT SN ct i ie a sacl 








18 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATSY. 








nally intended to be so or not I cannot suy— 
a sort of medico-political institation, which 
character it sustains fo the presént time. This 
Society, which always had the private ear of 
the Legislature, moved that body to pass a 
law, that every physician duly licensed within 
the State should unite with the society of the 
county in which he resided, and for a neglect 
of which he would be subject to certain penal- 
ties. The avowed object was to suppress 
quackery ; bat the real effect was to prevent 
the free enjoyment and promulgation of opin- 
ions at variance with the leaders of those 
societies. Consequently, when a few in our 
State were known to have adopted Homeo- 
pail.y, they were called to an account before 
the county society of which they were mem- 
bers, and attempts were even made to deprive 
them of the rights and privileges guaranteed to 
them in their diplomas, and in a measure, for 
a time, they were successful. Some were put 
to the trouble and expense of defending them- 
selves in a court of justice, on account of their 
supposed heresy. Others who were regular 
graduates of our colleges, presented their di- 
plomas to the county societies and demanded 
admission in compliance with the law of the 
State, after the legal notice to that effect had 
been served upon them ; but those bodies took 
the illegal course to look behind the diploma, 
and seeing disciples of Hahnemann, refused 
them admission, which at that time was virtual- 
ty to deny them the right to practice their art ; 
for the law declared all persons not members 
ef a county medical society, illegal practi- 
tiouers ; and not only were they unable to 
collect fees for services rendered, but if they 
preseribed for the sick they were guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and liable to criminal prosecu- 
tions. 

Those graduates who, on account of their 
epinions, were refused admission to the county 
sociéties, against whose talents, learning and 
morals no one dared to object, applied te the 
courts for relief, asking mandamns writs ; but 
the courts had no power to compel those 
societies to admit them, and they were com- 
pelled to submit to the oppression. But dur- 
ing these and other equally oppressive pro- 
ceedings, the confidence of the people was 
diminishing in what was improperly termed 
“‘ regular practice,” and they sought relief for 
their sufferings in sickness from any one who 
inspired them with hope. As a consequence, 
all sorts of modified Allopathic practice, by 


the force of public opinion, began to flourish 
in our State, and at length the people; to the 
number of some 20,000, sent a petition to the 
Legislature, and demanded an alteration of 
the medical laws. ‘Their voice was heard and 
regarded, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the State and County societies, and so much 
was repealed as to leave the people at liberty 
to choose their physicians, which kad been vir- 
tually denied them by the obnoxious law. 

The Legislature was made to perceive that 
there existed different schools of medicine in 
the State, each having the confidence of por- 
tions of the people. It also saw that by the 
existing laws an odious monopoly existed ; 
and further, that the Legislature had, by én- 
acting such laws, actually determined which 
branch of the medical profession held thé 
truth, and thereby made itself a judge of 
medical doctrines and practice, the inconsist- 
eney of which is obvious. The Legislatare 
finally reached a proper and just conclusion, 
amounting to this: Ist. That it could hot 
judge of medical doctrines and practice. 2d. 
That as there seemed to be different schools of 
medicine, each one should be free to regulate 
itself. 3d. By a repeal of certain laws this 
object could be aceomplished. 

Although the county societies had utterly 
failed to accomplish anything to promote im- 
provements in the héalitig art, but had become 
instruments of oppression to individuals, and 
would have continaed to use means to prevent 
the free enjoyment and promulgation of indi- 
vidual opinious in medicine had the law still 
existed; yet the State society, through its per- 
manent members—for latterly few ey | 80- 
cieties send delegates to it—manages to keep 
in existence, and annually meets at this capi- 
tal ; and in the assembly chamber, before the 
members of the Senate and Assembly, the 
President delivers an annual address of said 
society, contending still that Allepathy is the 
recognized doctrine and practice by the State, 
and to Allopathic physicians alone is commit- 
ted the guardianship of the public health, and 
rather more than insinuates that the 
ought by law to be compelled to employ Allo- 
pathic physicians, and none others. But, gen- 
tlemen, error is never dangerous when truth 
is left free to combat it ; for truth is mighty 
and wil! prevail. Our Legislature now also 
understands another matter of much import- 


pias to the progress of truth in the healing 





art. It is this: that the medical colleges of 
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‘this State are monopolies; that by virtue of* 
their charters they monopolize the teaching 
department of medicine, and that only Allo- 
pathy is taught in them, and that by the in- 
fluence of their charters their diplomas alone 
are made to command respect among the peo- 
ple, and in our courts of justice ; but although 
the State heretofore has annually contributed 
large sums of money to sustain these colleges, 
this last year those appropriations for the first 
time have been withheld, and the Legislature 
thas also showed a willingness to grant as 
many charters for medical colleges as may be 
asked for, and in this way break down the 
monopoly. Was ever a charter procured so 
easily as the one of the last session, for the 





diploma should have at least the same respect- 
able and influential character, as that of its 
rival. This is an important object and should 
be accomplished as speedily as possible. 

A reform in the treatment of diseases is 
needed. The profession admit it and the people 
demand it. The gteat design of mediciué is to 
cure the sick, and whatever falls short of this 
is of no account. The public attention begins 
to be directed to the old and uncertain Allo- 
pathic mode of treating diseases, and in pro- 
portion as it is examined; confidence in it di- 
mintishes ; but still political and private interests 
will for a long time favor Allopathy, Eclecti- 
cism, and Thompsonianism, which are virtually 
one and the same thing. The reform in the 


New-York College? The people begin to | healing art, which Homeopathy proposes, will 
understand that competition in teaching will | operate seemingly to the disadvantage of a 
result in furnishing them with better educated | portion of our citizens in and out of the profes- 


physicians, and that “ The plea of hamanity | 
in behalf of medical education,” is an untram- 


meled competition in teaching, the President 
of the State medical society to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; for it will be remembered 
that he entitled his address, 1849, “ The Plea of 
Humanity in behalf of Medical Education.” 
‘There is danger; gentlenien, that medical 


associations may become agents of oppression, 
-and while they should promote, they retard the 
progress of medical science. I have little confi- 
‘dence in the usefulmess of these societies for 
scientific purposes. 

The next subject I shall netice is the diploma. 
The medical diploma commands respect from 
the pedple ; they attach, and justly too, a value 
to it. It does not furnish evidence of doctrine, 
of talents, or of skill, but it is evidence that the 
holders of ithave read medicine and surgery 
and have submitted to an examination therein. 
And that is all. 

Now, the Homeopathic school in this State 
has no means of examining thosé who pretend 
to a knowledge of medicine, as recognized in 
that school. The people are sometimes at a 
toss to know if he who claims to be a Homro- 
path has been suitably instructed in medicine, 
ard hence the necessity for some organization 
upon which the State should confer the power 
to examiue and confer the degree of doctor of 
medicine. This chartered power is neces- 
sary, because the Allopathic school has it, and 
its diploma is recoguized by the people and by 
our courts of justice ; because the Homeopathic 
school requires its practitioners to be better 
educated than the Allcpathic, therefore its 


|} sion. Thousands are prevented from a candid 


|} and thorough examination of Hommopathy 


by self-interest: Old physicians who cannot 


“be educated anew,” and hundreds of othets 
| too indolent to study the doctrines of Hahne- 





mann, the retail apothecary and the wholesale 
druggist, together with the families, relatives 
and friends of ali these, constitute a formidable 
body, who will not willingly yield an inch to 
the progress of areform,which necessarily must 
work against their personal interests. I regret 
that it isso, but private interests must yield to 
the public good, and the injury under such 
circumstances will only be temporary. It is 
one of those revolutions which must take place 
by the agency of truth, and we should not be 
blamed for whatever losses individuals may 
sustain by the progress of the reform in the art 
of healing. The Author of truth works “ ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own will” to ac- 
complish his purposes, and he intends to rid 
the world of error. We see his wisdom and 
power manifested in the progress of the chris- 
tian religion, in the progress of civil liberty, and 
in the progress of different branches of science. 
Medicine which for hundreds of years seemed 
to have been forsaken by Gop himself, has at 
last to acknowledge his providential care. Ac- 
cording to his policy in the management of the 
affairs of this world, he employs us as his agents 
in spreading a knowledge of a true healing art ; 
and we are bound by the spirit of the Derry, 
in whom “we live, move, and have our be - 
ing” to be co-workers with him, in carrying 
forward those benevolent purposes of his will 
towards his creatures. He raised up Hahne- 
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mann, Stapf, Bénninghausen, Jahr, Gross, 
Hering, Croserio, and hundreds of others to 
propagate fixed principles in the art of healing, 
which after fifty years of experience in almost 
every part of the civilized world, has never dis- 
appointed a reasonable hope in a single case. 
I wish it understood that I refer to true Ho- 
meopathic practice, which can never, in the 
nature of things disappoiut us. 

Such has vsen the labors of our colleagues in 
Europe and in this country, that our knowledge 
of the pathogenesis of drugs is so extensive, 
that even now, we have the means of control- 
ling nearly all dynamic diseases. Those diseases 
which are so frequently fatal in Allopathic 
practice, yield promptly to the Homeopathic ; 
for example, scarlet fever, croup, incipient 
phthisis, Asiatic cholera, and marasmus. The 
world already feels the power of the small 
doses. 

In the city of New-York, the attention of the 
people has been directed by the press, without 
the agency of physicians, to the astonishing 
fact of the large decrease of deaths during the 
past quarter in that city, especially in the deaths 
of young children. The cause of this has not 
been suggested. I am satisfied that it is to be 
attributed tohome@opathy. There are not less 
than 50,000 persons, old and young in that city, 
who during the last year have relied alone on 
homeopathy when sick ; add to these 10,000 
more who have almost entirely abandoned 
allopathy, and who no longer visit the apothe- 
eary and swallow drugs of their own prescrib- 
ing, but avail themselves of the numerous 
publications on the practice of homeopathy, 
and in that way treat themselves much more 
satisfactorily than by the ordinary drugging sys- 
tem. Again Dr. Forbes, forced by homeopathy, 
came out with his paper entitled, “ Allopathy, 
Homeopathy and Young Physic ;” in which he 
declares as his opinion that Allopathy cannot 
become worse, and that it “must mend or 
end.” He recommends, until something better is 
diseovered, that Young Physic should be adopt- 
ed, which so far as medicine is concerned is 
doing nothing. This doctrine is popular with 
many Allopaths, they prefer it to the old 
bleeding, blistering and drugging plan. Add an- 
other fact, that by the acknowledged influence 
of Homeopathy, much less inedicinve is admin- 
istered by Allopaths now than formerly. In 
view, therefore, of all the above facts, we have 
the answer to the question, What has caused the 
diminution in the number of deaths in the half 





a million population of the city of New-York ? 
The Homeopathic school is entitled to the 
credit of it, and w+ claim it. Allopathy can- 
not claim it, for with al] her boastings, she has 
nothing to offer of any value, except the crude 
Homeopathy which she sometimes ignorantly 
mixes with her practice. 

I ask your attention to another point 
of some importance. There is a tendency in 
American Homeopathic physicians to speak. 
against Hahnemann’s practice. I have looked 
at this subject for years, and have been amazed. 
at the pride exhibited by recent converts to. 
Homeopathy. “ I believe,” says one, “ in Ho- 
meeopathy, but not in Hahnemann’s Homeo- 
pathy.” I should like to know, what kind of 
Homeopathy is referred to, I could never per- 
ceive that it was Homeopathy at all, but 
something else. There is a tendency among 
us to underrate the labors of Hahnemann, yet 
how few of us have experimented as he did, 
scarcely one has experimented in a way 
that deserves the name. How few of us have 
entered upon the trial of drugs upon ourselves, 
and if we have not, how can we reasonably 
deny their effects as recorded by Hahnemann. 
Few have treated diseases as he did. How 
can they decry his practice. I do not contend 
for all he said, vor for all he did, but I do con- 
tend for as strict an adherence to the principles 
which he established as it is possible to observe. 
I do believe that we should most carefully 
avoid any influence in practice from the base- 
less speculations with which our minds have 
been filled by our Allopathic teachers. I do not 
mean to intimate even, that our materia medica 
is complete, orthat Hahnemann or any one 
else has furnished us with reliable rules for the 
regulation of the dose of medicine or its repeti- 
tion. In regard to drugs and their application 
to disease, there is much of which we are 
ignorant, and only a systematic persevering 
study will enable us to improve this essential 
branch of our science. With due respect, I 
urge that it is the duty of each of us to engage 
in, and diligently pursue that course which 
our judgment may dictate to improve in the 
application of the law of cure in the treat- 
ment of diseases. 

Homeopathy has an immutable basis, and 
as Hahnemann expressed it, “ Blind as many 
still remain, let us render them a service de- 
spite their repugnance. In course of time we 
shall receive their benediction; for our principle, 
like sun-light, is one of the most prominent 
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traths of nature.” I will detain you gentle- 
men but a few moments longer. There is no 
occasion for a want of harmony in the Hom- 
@opathic school; if there is, it will be forced 
and unnatural. In the principle of our art we 
agree ; this is the essential thing. To expect the 
same intelligence, the same degree of learning, 
and the same skill in all, is contrary to experi- 
ence ; and as there may be all degrees of these 
endowments among ua, we should expect differ- 
ent views to be taken of the same thing, and dif- 
ferent modes of expressing the same views. 
I conclade with the rule with which I com- 
menced, that all men should be free in the en- 
joyment and promulgation of their opinions. 


NEW-YORK STATE HOMCGOPATHIC 
CONVENTION. 


Albany, May 15th, 1850. 

In accordance with previous notice, a num- 
‘ber of Homeopathic ae. from different 
sections of the State of New-York, assembled 
in the Common Council Room of the City 
Hall, in the city of Albany, at ten o'clock A. 
M., for the purpose of devising such measures 
as the state and interests of Homeopathy 
should be thought to render expedient. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. 
J. F. Gray, of New-York City, and on mo- 
tion, a committee, consisting of Drs. Jonss, 
of Albany, Hatt, of Poughkeepsie, and Mer- 
car, of New-York, was appointed to nomi- 
nate a President and Secretary for the Con- 
vention. 

After a brief interval the Committee present- 
ed the names of : ; 
Dr. D. Cuase, of Palmyra, for President, and 
Dr. H. D. Paine, of Albany, for Secretary. 

The report of the Committee was accepted 
and the nominations were unanimously con- 
firmed. 

Das. Gray and Krinsiev, were appointed to 
conduct the president to the chair; after 
which Dr. Cuase briefly returned his thanks 
to the Convention for the honor conferred 
upon him. 

On motion it was resolved that a Committee 
of three be appointed to prepare business and 
propose subjects for the consideration of the 
Convention. 

The Chair appointed as such Committee 
Drs. Mercatr, of New-York, Maruews, of 
Rochester, and Hat, of Poughkeepsie. 

During the absence of the Committee, Dr. 
S. R. Kirsy of New-York, by request, deliv- 
ered an address to the Convention. 

After which it was moved that the thanks 
of the Convention be given to Dr. Kirsy for 
his able and interesting address, and that a 
po Bes the same be requested for publication 
in the * American Journal of Homeopathy.” 








Dr. Gaay offered the foliowing resolution. 

Resolved, ‘That this Convention approve of 
the publication of an American edition of a 
work entitled “Truths and their Reception 
in Relation to Home@opathy.” And that a 
Committee of three be appointed to procure 
such publication. 

Dr. Warp proposed the following additional 
resolution. 

Resolved, That the Committee be empow- 
ered to add such other paper or papers, or ex- 
tracts from such, as in their judgment may 
tend to contribute to the value of the work for 
distribution in this State; and also that the 
Committee be authorised to abridge the re- 
port of Dr. Kidd on the Homm@opathic Mission 
to Ireland, (comprised in the above named 
work) as they may deem expedient, to make 
room for more valuable matter, and to affix 
such title to the volume as they may think 
most expressive of its character.—Both reso- 
lutions were adopted, and Drs. J. F. Gray, 
J. W. Mercaur and R. M. Boxes, were ap- 
pointed the Committee. 

Dr. Mercaur from the Committee on busi- 
ness reported the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Convention it is expedient to form a New- 
York State Organization of the Homeopathic 
School. 

2. Resolved, That a Committee of three be 
appoiuted to draft a Constitution and By-laws 
for the organization of a State Society of Ho- 
meopathic physicians, and to report forthwith. 

3. Resolved, That a Committee of nine be 
appointed to write an address to the Homeo- 
pathic physicians of the State, urging upon 
them the importance of united and harmo- 
nious action, with power to publish and dis- 
tribute the same. 

The report of the Committee was accepted, 
and the resolutions were taken up in their 
order, and after consideration were severally 
adopted. 

On motion, the same Committee was 
directed to draft a Constitution and By-laws, 
in accordance with the second resolution. 

Dr. Kirsy moved that the President of the 
Convention be one of the Committee on the 
address, referred to in the third resolution, 
Carried. 

The Chair announced the other members 
of the Committee, as follows: Das. J. Beaker, 
of New-York; A. P. Coox, of Hupsow; R. 
S. Bryan, of Troy ; E. Lovesoy, of Oswego ; 
M. M. Matuews of Rochester ; J. M. Warp, 
of Albany; A. Hart, of Poughkeepsie ; and 
H. D. Paine, of Albany. 

The Committee on business, to whom was 
referred the subject of the Constitution and 
By-laws, reported in accordance with instruc- 
tions, the draft of a Constitution for a State 
Society ; and asked farther time to prepare 
By-laws. 

The report was accepted, and leave granted 
the Committee to continue their sittings. 

The Convention then proceeded to the con- 
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sideration of the Constitution as reported, eet <t-2 amagnipes 
present. 


article by article. 
The preamble was then read, as follows : 
We, the Ties eae 
the State of New-Y believing the | 
by Hahnemann “ similia similibus | 
curantur,” te be a fundamental truth in medi- 
cine, do agree to the following Constitution — 
without amendment. 
first article was then read : 


meopathic Medieal Society of the State of) 
New-York ;” and its object shall be the ad- 
vancement of the science of Medicine. ae 
Dr. Gray moved to amend by ch the 
name of the Society to “The Ac y of | 
Medicine of the State of New-York.” After | 
considerable conversation the amendment was | 


aioe and the article as amended, was. 
second article was read by sections : 


Sec. 1. Any physician residing in the State 
of New-York, having received the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine or a license, may be elect- 
ed a member of this Academy by the votes of 
a majority of those present at an annual 
meeting. 

Several amendments were proposed to this 
section, some of which were agreed to; the 
section finally passed in the following form : 


Sec. 1. Any educated ay residing in 
the State of New-York, standing, 
may be elected a member “ot this Academy 
by the votes of a majority of those present at 
an annual meeting. 

The second section reported by the Com- 
mittee, which provided for the election of cor- 

members, was stricken out ; after 
which the article was adopted. 

The Convention then took a recess till three 
o’elock. 

Afternoon Session, 3 o'clock. 

The Committee on business that 
they had agreed upon a code of By-laws to 
serve the present purposes of the Society, but 
that tne same, in consequence of want of time, 
was incomplete and would need both revision 
and additions. 

The report was accepted, the Committee 
relieved from further consideration of the sub- 
ject, and the By-laws accompanying the re- 
port were laid on the table till the itu- 
bp ve should be gone through with. 

e@ Convention then resumed the con- 
sideration of the Constitution. ‘The Secretary 
read the, third article : 


be a President, three Vice Presidents, and a 
Secretary. The Secretary shall act as Trea- 
surer. 
The Committee asked leave to amend, by 
adding to the enumeration of officers “ and 
cua indians or Censors as shall be pro- 


vided by Bye.” The section was s0 


| such time an 
This Association shall be styled “The Ho- dient. 





Sec. 2. The officers shall be elected at the 


the members 


This section was adopted without amend- 


ment. 


Article fourth was then read by sections: 
Sec. 1. There shall be a meeting of 7 


Academy annually on the 


at the city of Albany. The 
convene special meetings at 
place as he shall deem expe- 


The blanks were so filled as to fix the an- 
oy) wore for the ** third Wednesday of 
yg’ | And in that form was to. 

Sec. 2. This Constitution may be amended 

by a vote of two-thirds of the members present 

at the annual 

Dr. Gray moved pa additional section, ag 
follows : 

Sec.— This Academy shall not legislate 
respecting the practice of its members; nor 
shall any rules be made ae the ethics 
of medical practice. Adopted. 

The question was then taken on the whole 
instrument, as amended, and the same was 
adopted as the Constitution of the Society. 

e By-laws, as reported by the Committee 
were then taken up and read. Some unim- 
portant amerdments were made thereto, and 
sp same were - ‘% 

un motion of Dr. J. A. Paine, the members 
present then proceeded to the Constitu- 
tion, and to organize the Academy. 

It was then moved by Dr. R. 8. Bayan 
that the Academy proceed to the election of 
officers to serve till the annual meeting in 
February next, or till their successors are 
chosen. 

The motion was agreed to, and Das. Kigsy 
and were appointed tellers. 

Upon counting ballots the following gentle- 
men were declared to be duly elected, viz. : 

Dr. J. M. Waap, President. 

“ D. Cuase, of Palmyra, let V. Pres. 
“ R.S. Bryan, of Troy, 2d “ 
“ A. S. Batu, of New-York, 3d“ 
“ H. D. Pare, of Albany, Secretary. 

The President elect was conducted to the 
Chair by Drs. Beakley and Metcalf, where- 
upon he expressed his thanks for the unex- 
pected confidence which the Academy had 
reposed in him by electing him its first pre- 

officer, and assured the Academy that 
the 


President or | 


a 


siding 

he should endeavor to discharge the respon- 
sible duties of the office faithfully and impar- 
tially, and to promote, as far as might be io 


Sec. 1. The officers of the Academy shall eae ay the objects for which the Society 


Dr. Metcalf offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be 
appointed to revise and complete the By-laws, 
and to report at the next meeting. The rese- 
lution was adopted, and the Chair announced 
the Committee as follows: Drs. Metcalf, 
Kinsley and Kirby. 

Dr. Gray offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Commitee on the By- 
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lawe be instructed to prepare a code of regu- 
lations for the examination of students. Adopt- 


ie Mathews offered the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That when gp | ad- 
journs, it adjourns to meet in the city of Syra- 
cuse on the tenth day of August next. Agreed 
to, 

It was also moved and carried “‘ that a copy 
of Dr. Kirby’s address be requested for preser- 
vation, in the archives of the Academy.” 

It was also moved and carried, “that Dr, 
Mathews, of Rochester, be appointed to de- 
liver an address at the next annua! meeting ; 
and that Dr. Metcalf, of New-York, be ap- 
pointed to deliver an address at the adjourned 
meeting in Syracuse.” It was also resolved 
that the ‘ American ig ‘ad Rongpoecon 

‘ ished in New-York, recog- 
ae as ~ organ for the publication of the 
proceedings of the Academy.” 

De. Metealf was added to the Committee 
on the address to the Homeopathic physicians 
of the State. About forty physicians were 
then elected members of the Academy. 

After unanimously passing a vote of thanks 
to Dr. Chase for the able and impartial man- 
ner in which he presided over the delibera- 
tions of the Convention, and also to the Cor- 
poration of the City of Albany, for the use of 
the Common Council Chamber, the Academy 
adjourned to meet at Syracuse on the tenth 

of August next. 
ese Henay D. Paive, Sec. 
Late of Albany, but during the watering season at 
Saratoga. 


SMALL DOSES. 
How is it possible that small homeopathic 
doses should have such great power ? 


BY HAHNEMANN. 


Ture question is not only aehad by papel 
ary Allopathic physician, who vie with one 
pane im prescribing large doses, but also by 
the beginners in hom@opathy. 
Itis very foolish in itself to doubt the efficacy 
of small sloses, inasmuch as every practitioner 
have an opportunity of witnessing their 


But although the effect of small doses can- 
not be denied, yet the deriders of homa@opathy 
are in the habit of ridiculing the minuteness of 
our doses by contrasting with illusory 


“ If a drop ef such a highly attenuated drug 
—— ag aya upon the 
object, “im that case eve 
: of the lake of eae: 
drop of medicing has fallen, 





contain proportionately much less medicine 
than the aforesaid drop would.” 

I reply: In preparing homeopathic medi- 
cines, we do not simply add a smal] portion of 
medicine to an excessive quantity of an unmedi- 
cinal substance, mixing it but slightly, as must 
he the case in the simile above meuitioned, 
which has been exeogitated merely for the sake 
of derision ; on the contrary, we add but asmal] 
portion of unmedicina] substance to a drop or 
@ grain of medicine, and by means of the pro- 
cesses of shaking and trituration, we not only 
succeed in impregnating gradually and most 
intimately every particle of the unmedicina) 
substance with the power of the medicine, but 
also in developing that power to an almost 
boundless extent. The fact that the inmost 
power of a medicinal agent can be infinitely 
developed by trituration and succussion, had 
never been known heretofore. 

We have not the means of effecting ap 
intimate mixture of the medicinal substance 
with every drop of water in a lake. That 
mixture could not even be effected with a 
hogshead of water. 

A hundred weight of flour, if taken all at 
once, could not be mixed with a grain of medi- 
cine as intimately as if you took a hundred grains 
at a time, mixing them with a grain of medi- 
cine, and continuing to add another hundred 
grains of flour to one grain of every successive 
mixture until the whole shall have been taken. 

As I have said above, the peculiar mode 
which I have adopted for the preparation of 
homeopathic medicines, effects not only an 
intimate union of the medicine with the non- 
medicinal substapces with which it is shaken 
or triturated, but it effects such an infinite de- 
velopment of the inherent virtues of the drug, 
that the processes of trituration and succussion 
which I have introduced in our art, ought to 
be looked upon as one of the greatest discover- 
ies of the present age. 

Certain phenomena have Jed us to suppose 
that the physical virtues of some of those sub- 
starces of Nature which we call matter, can 
be developed by trituration ; but ne one has 
ever suspected to what an extent the dynamic 
power of drugs can be excited by trituration 
and subsequent succussion. 

Even the development of the physical virtues 
of material substances by trituration is astonish - 


ing. 

ce is only the uninformed who consider mat- 
ter something inanimate, whereas astonish- 
ingly great powers can be developed from its 
inmost depths by trituration. 

The uninformed see indeed the sparks of fire 
which start in all directions when we strike a 
steel against a flint ; but how many are they 
who have ever thought of what is really going 
on in that process’? Almost every body strikes 
thoughtlessly the steel against the flint, but 
very few see the wonder, the great phenome- 
non, which is really taking place. 

Those sparks are incandescent particles of 
steel, which, when allowed to fall upon paper, 
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cool, and then appear as little globules of steel, 
which are frequently perceptible to the naked 
eye ; or at any rate, may be deteeted by means 
of the microscope. 

What? Is it possible that the friction of 
steel against flint should uce heat enough 
to cause steel to melt? it not require 
three thousand degrees of Fahrenheit’s ther- 
mometer to melt steel ? Whence comes this 
enormous heat? It does not come out of the 
air! For the same phenomenon takes place 
under the bell-jar of an air pump. There re- 
mains nothing but friction to account for the 
phenomenon. 

Can the common man, who thoughtlessly 
draws his stee! out of his pocket to light a piece 
of tinder, imagine that this cold steel contains 
an inexhaustable provision of caioric in a latent 
condition, which is developed, or, as it were, 
called into existence by friction ? No, he does 
not believe it, and it is nevertheless true. 

It is only by friction that this inexhaustable 
provision of caloric can be elicited from the 
metals, Count Rumford, in the fourth volume 
of his writings, teaches us to heat rooms merely 
by quickly rubbing metallic plates against one 
another, without employing any fuel. 

Caloric, odor, ete., are not the only things 
which are developed by friction, but the dy- 
namic virtues of drugs are developed likewise. 

I believe I have been the first to discover the 
great fact that the power of liquid medicinal 
substances can be developed by succussion, and 
that of dry medicinal substances by trituration, 
to such an extent that substances, which in 
their natural crude form did not seem to have 
any power, acquire an astonishing medicinal 
power by being triturated. 

Gold, silver, platina, vegetable charcoal, 
have no influence on the human organism in 
their natural form. Even the most sensitive 
individual may take several grains of crude 
gold, silver or charcoal, without experiencing 
medicinal symptoms. But after triturating one 
grain of gold with ninety-nine grains of sugar 
of milk, and continuing this tritaration up to 
the twelfth potency, the remedial virtues of 
gold become roused to such an extent, that a 
man who was suffering with horrible melan- 
choly, and who was impelled by intolerable 

ish to take his life, needs but to smell for 
a few moments of such a preparation of gold, 
in order to recover his cheerfulness and love of 
life. 

It is self-evident, that in proportion as the 
power of medicinal substances is developed by 
trituration, they ought to be administered in 
smaller doses. 


AN ATTEMPT TO MIX HOMCO.- 
PATHY AND ALLOPATHY. 


Homcoratny is Homeopathy and 
else. All cures are effected by it, no matter 
in whose hands they may take place. Reco- 


veries from sickness are not all cures, which 
should be known to physicians ; and whoever 
doubis this fact has not observed carefally. 
From whence come the many chronic diseases 
with which man is afflicted? To pass by the 
question of constitutional predisposition, we 


say, from badly treated acute maladies. The — 


practitioner daily meets cases of a chronic 
character, the beginning of which is dated 
from a supposed recovery of an attack of some 
acute disease. As we have had occasion ‘to 
remark several times, strictly speaking, there 
are but two modes to treat diseases; the Ho- 
meopathic, and the Allopathic, with all its 
modifications of pretended systems. This, 
to our mind, is too certain to admit of dispute, 
although it is too often overlooked by the 
members of the profession, and to our amaze- 
ment, by Homeopaths even. ‘These facts 
were su in reading a remarkable article 
in the April, 1850, number of the “Q 

Homeopathic Journal,” entitled “The Rela- 


tion of Homeopathy to other Systems of 


Medicine.” Were it not that the said article 
is signed Eds., and thus claimed by the editors 
of that Journal, we should really have thought 
it the production of one whom we have heard 
advance the same doctrines, and in the same 
style. As we desire to deal fairly with those 
from whom we differ, nearly the whole article 
in question is here presented to our readers. 

“ Different opinions, like different chemical 
substances, as soon as they are brought to- 
gether, show their affinity or opposition to each 
other. If there is any truth and logical con- 
nection in the proffered opinions, a clear under- 
standing, like a chemical precipitate, will soon 
follow, as either the one will yield entirely to the 
influence of the other, or both will give up some- 
what of their eccentricity. But when errors 
meet with errors, they will not mix, that is, 
they will not agree with each other, without 
an offered medium. To apply this me > 
we believe, that a homeopathic “ purist,” in- 
fatuated with the mystic doctrine of high po- 
tencies and infinitesimal doses, and accustomed 
to reduce the main part of the healing art as 
such, the indicatio, the connecting link be- 
tween science and practice, that part which, 
more than all others, employs the physician’s 
ingenuity, to a mere arithmetical problem of 
“ covering the iptoms” — we believe that 
such a one will seldom come to any terms of 
understanding with the “ empiric, eclectic, and 
other medical schools.” 

“ He will neither have the power nor the will 
to claim for Homeopathy what is due te it out 
of the boasted success of this school, nor will he 
be able to appreciate the frequent practical 
hints which the empiric, however unconscious- 
ly and unscientifically, may give. But, we 
ask, must we, because we are in possession of 
a great treasure, being convinced of the homa- 
opathic “law of cure,” squander the treasure 
indiscriminately, and all other laws of 
nature? Should we not rather, like the prudent 
man, put that treasure out at interest, and 
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endeavor, from other men’s success and expe- 
rience, to prove the truth of our doctrine, im- 
and purifying it at the same time. 

« Besides, referring to the early annals of our 
school, and observing Hahnemann’s first pro- 
ings, in dissenting from the tyranny of the 

id school, do we not find that he arrived by 
the inductive pr . by experiments, and not 
by intuition, at that degree of conviction, which 
made him give to the world the new theory of 
similia similibus. Is it not therefore possible, 
that by an independent investigation of nature, 
further “laws of cure,” may come to our 
knowledge, which should be equally welcome 
to the homm@opathic scholar, as they in reality 
would make their way by their own merits 
into the practice of the physician? The object 
of the homeopathic physician in curing his 
patients, ought not to be to extol homm@opathy 
and to prove and illustrate its virtues, as it 
seems to be with some, if we may judge from 
their blind worship of Hahnemann ; but while 
he makes use of the homeopathic law of cure 
as far as possible, the highest aim and ultimate 
end of all his efforts and proceedings ought al- 
ways to be the cure itself. ‘The human mind, 
from experience, forms rules, out of rules com- 
poses theories,and these again are put to- 
gether into systems. Now, whea we see that 





almost every physician, after some years of | 


practice, will in his peculiar way, form some 
rules of treatment, we find, that there are only 
a few who will in a scientific way come to 
the philosophical consciousness of their rules ; 
still fewer, who publicly put them down as 
theories, and that it requires perhaps the lapse 
of centuries before a man of genius will arise, 
to build up a new system altogether. 

“ Such a genius, then, does the mental work 
of millions before him, for centuries after him. 
That which appeared in the minds of a few 
before, as dim visions and confused dreams, he 
in that peculiar self-reliance puts down as re- 
ality, and thus his “ latent conviction becomes 
universal sense ;” still, he does all this in his 
individual way ; and his system, though ever 
80 brilliant, being the work of man, is liable to 
error withal. Thus appears Hahnemann in his 
foundation of homeopathy. But we say, that 
pardonable and even laudable for various rea- 
sons, a8 it seems in him, after having by labo- 
rious experiments and deep investigation, step 
by step put link to link in his chain of theories, 
and finally formed his system, to persevere in 
it unalterably with firmness and even with 

igidity, yet it is our duty to hold to the simple 
trath in homeopathy, and not only to develop 
and earry it out, but to improve and purify it. 
If this be not done, homeopathy, destined to 
become a great lever in the rise and refo- ~ of 
modern medical science, would soon lie upon 
it as a dead weight. Therefore let us not, in 
practice, * to profit well by the advan- 
tages which homm@upathy affords us, without 
however expecting always to perform cures 
by it; neither let us, in science, neglect to 
carry out and appreciate more and more the 
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principle of the ‘ homoion,” without, how- 
ever, losing sight altogether of the theories of 
other schools.” 

We would avoid controversy in the columns 
of this Journal, but we do not perceive how 
our duty can be performed unless we meet 
error boldly and fearlessly when it aims a 
blow, a death-blow, to that which we hold to 
be one of the greatest discoveries of modern 
times ‘The above article whether intended or 
not, is of a kind calculated to diminish confi- 
dence in Homeopathy much more than all 
the ridicule and misrepresentations of Allo- 
paths that have appeared. If Homeopathy 
was a person, she would exciaim “‘ save me 
from my friends.” 

What do the editors of the Quarterly mean 
by “‘ Homeopathic ‘ purists’” ? We do not 
perceive any sense in the term. It has been 
used, as dv these editors use it, to ridicule 
Hahnemann and his practice. 

Homeopathy is well defined, her principles 
are exact, and being so, they do not admit of 
modification, which would change her into 
something else. To designate one a Homeopath, 
and another a pure Homeopath, is inconsistent 
with obvious truth, reason or sound judgment. 

Homeopathy can never ‘come to any 
terms of understanding with the ‘ empiric, 
eclectic, and other medical schools.” We 
are amazed that Editors of a Homeopathic 
Journal should dream of such an amalgama- 
tion, for the thing is impossible. 

The most objectionable feature, perhaps, of 
the whole article is in these words. ‘Is it not 
therefore possible, that by an independent in- 
vestigation of nature, further ‘laws of cure’ may 
come to our knowledge, which should be equally 
welcome to the Homeopathic scholar, as they 
in reality would make their way by their own 
merits into the practice of the physician ?” 
and the remaining part of the paragraph. 
Here we have a stab at Homeopathy by her 
professed friends. However, they have “let 
the cat out of the bag,” they are pleading for 
Allopathy under the idea of eclecticism. We 
have not the inclination nor the room to mi- 
nutely notice the contents of the paper; every 
Homeeopath wil! see its errors as well as our- 
self; for they are glaring enough. What 
would be the use of other “ laws of cure ?” 
Is Homeopathy the “ work of man?” We 
might as well say the gold in California is the 
‘work of man.” Man discovered it. Hah- 
nemann discovered Homeopathy, but he did 
not make her. She lived before him, and oc- 
casionally a glimpse of her was had, but ther 
features were not fully discerned, and her use- 
fulness was not known until Hahnemann re- 
vealed them. Is not the law of cure perfect ? 
Does it admit of improvement? Bat the 
“doctrine of high potencies and infinitesimal 
doses” was “‘ the work of man.” We are not 
so sure of this even. ‘The mode of attenvatin 
drugs was a discovery also, the law involv 
in it was known, for no one doubted that the 
divisibility of matter is unlimited ; and expe- 
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ingly, that the Quarterly has gone over to 
ics, but it cannot take Homeopathy 

with it. She stands boldly up before the 

world, exclusive in her character from neéces- 


nicious every thing that 
Allopathy, no matter what name may be 
i it, to render it palatable to the people. 
nows nothing of the doctrine of policy, 
in the work she was sent into the world to ac- 
complish. She is open, frank, reasonable, 
honest, uncompromising. She has avowed 
her opposition to Allopathy in all her forms, 
colors, names and pretensions. This is an 
enemy to which she shows no quarter. Those 
who believe in her, are expected to be fully 
embued with her spirit, and thereby become 
instruments in her hands of alleviating the 
sufferings of man, and prolonging his life upon 
the earth in accordance with the will of the 
Creavor. 


VERATRUM ALBUM. 


following symptoms can only be con- 

H a part of those which the Veratrum is 
ight have added 

might have the symptoms which 

have been noted by the ancient Greek authors, 

confirm my own ; but I have omitted doing 

» lest I should make myself liable to the 
charge of attempting to shine by quotations. 

It is certain, however, that the ancients could 
not have acquired the reputation of performing 
wonderful cures with Veratrum at Auticyra 
and at other places, if there had not been some 
foundation for it. 

@ur physicians do not often resort to Vera- 
trum album, for this reason, that they cannot 
prescribe it in justa dosi, in drachms and 


ounces. 
Hence, all the diseases which can only be 
cured by that root have to remain uncured, 
Physicians have not known, heretofore, that 
Veratrum facilitates the cure of at least one- 
third of the cases of insanity generally oceur- 
ting io lunatic asylums, inasmuch as they did 
not know to what special kinds of insanity 





Veratrum corresponds, or in what dose it ought 
to be administered. 

Veratrum requires to be given in different 
doees from those employed by the ancients. It 


;| is true many of their insane patients were 


cured, but many others died from the effects of 
the enormous doses. For even the ancients 
supposed that diseases were the result of some 
morbific matter which had been introduced into 
the system, and that the cure made the sweep- 
ing out of that matter necessary. Hence they 
ve Veratrum in the crude form, and in doses 
cog toinduce vomiting and diarrhea. 
The fact of some of their patients getting well, 
did not permit them to change their opinion, 
that the cure - effected in another way than 
by purging and vomiting. 
eee eet ied on mental diseases 
require enormous doses of any drug to be eured. 
It is true allopathic and improperly selected 
doses stem to attack the organism of such 
patients less than generally. t in such dis- 
eases the health suffers least, and the 
patients are sometimes very robust, the invisi- 
ble organs which no anatomist has ever discov- 
ered, and which serve the soul as a connecting 
medium, being generally the seat of the disease. 

In such diseases seventy grains of tartar 
emetic have frequently been given without any 
effect, but the mind was generally affected so 
mach more; in many cases the mania or me- 
lancholia became incurable. 

On the other hand it is true that such dis- 
eases can be easily cured by small doses of a 
remedy which is homm@opathic. 

I have frequently cured patients by the smal- 
lest part of a drop of the 12th potency, which 
I mixed in the usval beverage of the patient, 
in order to avoid all violence. 

Pains to which Veratrum is homeopashie, 
and which sometimes drive the patient toa 
kind of delirium and maduess, have frequently 
yielded to the smallest dose. 

Veratrum is likewise useful in fever and 
agues which consist me of external cold- 
ness, or are characteri by internal heat 
and dark urjne, especially when the bedy or at 
least the forehead is covered with cold sweat. 

It is very useful in several hypochondriac 

i and im certain kinds of inguinal 
hernia, at least as an intercurrent remedy. 

Sudden bad effects from Veratrum are most 
safely removed by some cups of strong cofiee. 
Camphor removes aching in the head, with 
coldness of body and sopor, with want of con- 
sciousness. 

Aconite is to be employed when the patient 
is anxious and beside himself, with coldness of 
body or a burning sensation in the brain. The 
other chronic ailments brought on by toe abuse 
of Veratrum, for instance the fever before mid- 

i most easily removed by Cincheng. 


Small doses act five and more days.— Hah- 
nemann’s Mat. Med. 
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POPULAR DISCUSSION or MEDICINE. 


Ar the time of the publication of this 
Journal, there were objections made to us pri- 
— because we advocated a popular mode 

medical We had care- 
pie considered the matter, and the propriety 
of such a course was so clear to our own mind 
that we resolved to make the experiment. 
Some of the allopathic Journals treated this 
feature of our enterprise with contempt, and 
the charge was that we had undertaken to 
make “ every man his own doctor.” But now, 
behold how great the charge. An allopathic 
Journal is about to be published in this city, 
suited to the popular mind ; medical societies 
are in the habit of causing ‘to be delivered at 
least annually popular lectures on medicine ; 
for it is now believed that he who knows most 
of medicine, is the very first to employ a skil- 
fal physician. We are decidedly in favor of a 
free discussion of medica) subjects, before the 
people, as much good must result from it. We 
do not fear to meet our opponents at the bar 
of public opinion, which is not often wrong, 
however some may affect to despise it. If the 
public mind is ever wrong, it continues so for a 
. short period only, while an individual may con- 
tinue in the wrong during his whole life. 

It will be a hazardous experiment for allo- 
pathy to defend herself before the people, but 
she is compelled to do so. It was a glorious 
day for homeopathy after she was rejected by 
the members of the profession generally, that 
she appealed to the people. 

Therefore let the discussion go on, write, 
publish, circulate, and the triumph of truth in 
medicine wil] be certain and complete. Ailo- 
pathy is already doomed, her strongholds are 
yielding, hence it is we hear the ery on every 
side, “we do not advocate any particular 
school.” Colleges are being organized, to ad- 
vocate no exclusive doctrine in the healing art; 
journals are published, and others are about to 
appear which claim great liberality by pretend- 
ing fairly to promulgate all sorts of doctrines. 
heer wo is somewhat inconsistent, yet 
it the agitation of thought, and the final 
downfall of error. 7 

It will not avail to treat homm@opathy any 

with sueers, ridicule and contempt. She 
claims her place in the scientifie world, and 
her demands must not be denied. Her con- 
verts are multiplying daily, both in and out of 
the profession ; even old practitioners are em- 
bracing her, and in some“instances become 
the most zealous advocates of her old principles, 
newly discovered. ‘Therefore, the signs of the 
times indicate, that allopathy is near her end— 
she must die, there is no salvation for her. 

To infer that attenuated drugs do not pro- 
duce effects in the human systern, because the 
senses do not perceive them, is an error ; for 
careful experiments have proved, that drugs 
in almost any quantity, do none. the affect the 
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on when in health, unnoticed by the senses, 
The Homeeopathist from his exact knowledge 
of drug effects, can administer his doses to the 
sick with a confidence which cannot exist in 
other physicians, and results show that his 
faith is based on true principles, and not in 
imagination, as some ignorantly allege. 


THE LATE CONVENTION OF HO- 
MCZEOPATHIC PHYSICIANS OF THE 
STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


Tue result of the above convention, we pre- 
sume, will be satisfactory to all the Physicians 
of the Homeopathic School of this State. Yet 
the meeting should be regarded as preliminary, 
for it was understood at the time, that the ar- 
ganization was not to be considered complete ; 
and the society adjourned to meet in Syra- 
cuse, the 10th of August, where the whole sub- 
ject may be reconsidered. The time appoint- 
ed, is intended to correspond with annual meet- 
ings usually held by our colleagues in Europe, 
who select that day, because it was the day of 
that month on which Hahnemann graduated, 

The name of our state organization was not 
to all satisfactorily settled; and it can be 
changed at the next meeting. We advocated 
the present title, but on more mature reflection, 
we doubt if it is the most appropriate. We 
incline to the opinion that it should distinctly 
designate the school to which it belongs. 

It will be perceived that a committee was 
appointed to prepare and circulate an address 
to the Homeopathic Physicians of this state, 
We learn that this address will soon appear ; 
and we hope it will have the effect to influ- 
ence every practitioner of our art to whom it 
may be addressed to attend the meeting at 
Syracuse. We regret exceedingly that there 
is not a complete list of the hommopathic 
physicians of this state; for the want of it, 
some may not receive the address, and feel 
that they are intentionally omitted. 

The only way for the committee to get at 
the name and residence of each physician is by 
the subscription list to this Journal, and as (we 
regret to state it,) only abont one half have 
subscribed, we fear that dissatisfaction may ar- 


| rise for want of due notice of the Syracuse 


meeting. Lf all wouldat once subscribe for the 
Journal the evil would be avoided, and we do 
not know a better course to recommend. 
After the call was issued for the meeting in 
Albany on 15th ult., we received the printed 
minutes of the Syracuse and Utica conyen- 
tions ; one held in the former place on the 13th 
of September, 1849; and the other a‘ the lat- 
ter place on the 16th of Janwary, 1850, at 
which a society was formed under the title of 
“The Central New-York Hommopathic Soci- 
ety.” And we notice that the society meets 
in the city of Syracuse on the first Tuesday in 
June next. The existence of such a society 
was unknown to us till within a few days, there- 
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fore, if the members of it think we intention- 
ally omitted to mention their organization they 
will now be advised of their error. The fault 
was not ours. ; 

Such local organizations should, in our judg- 
ment, be encouraged ; they cannot interfere in 
the least with the State Society, but on the 
contrary, aid its prosperity. 

As we have no private ends in view in these 
movements, but what are common to our col- 
leagues, we can express our views freely and 
frankly, as we have always done on subjects 
connected with the p of homeopathy. 
We do not pretend to dexterity in the manage- 
ment of what may be termed the public af- 
fairs of our school, but we see no reason why 
the true state of things among homeopathic 
physicians should not be stated, that the best 
arrangements may be made to induce a more 
strict adherence to those principles discovered 
by Hahnemann, in the treatment of diseases. 

That there are efforts made to mix homeo- 
pathy and allopathy in practice is well known; 
an absurdity which we do not deny the right 
of any one to practice, and publish the fact to 
the world that he is a mixed practitioner ; but 
we do most solemnly deny the right of home@o- 
pathic physicians to trifle with a true healing 
art, by placing before the public in any of their 

nizations, any one asa leader in the school, 
who is not known to be sound in the doctrine 
and practice of Homeopathy. The Organon, 
the Materia Medica Pura, and the Chronic 
Diseases of Hahnemann are at present the only 
standard works of the Homeopathic school. 
And although there may be errors in all these 
works, still, all that is essential for practical 
homeopathy is found in them, and received by 
the mass of practitioners of that system, 
th out the world. No one ie at liberty to 
deny Hahnemanu’s practical rules, unless he 
first repeats his experiments, and records them 
with the utmost minuteness, and if his results 
are not obtained, he should give the experi- 
ments to the profession, that a just judgment 
may be reached in the premises. In a mat- 
ter of so grave a character, no countenance 
whatever should be given to the man who 
pretends to have treated diseases according to 
the Hahnemannian system, and found it in- 
efficient, unless he furnishes a carefully drawn 
record of the cases, the drugs employed, the 
attenuation, and repetition of the doses: 
in a word, every thing which shows the 
experiments to have been conducted in ac- 
cordance with the standard. To our mind it 
is apparent, that unless such a course be 
adopted by homeopaths, the expectation and 
desire of their opponents will be realized sooner 
or later—that homeopathy is a thing that was. 
The school must have a fixed eye upon the 
standard, which we again assert is the works 
of Hahnemann. Leave this, and it inevitably 
goes into allopathic doctrines, and allopathic 
practice, which we regret to be compelled to 
state that too many practitioners who ran well 
for a season, have done already. We cannot, at 





this time, pursue this subject further. We con- 
clude by me abe the hope, that homeopathic 
practitioners will ughly consider the mat- 
ter of this article, and promptly and fearlessly 
act according to their genuine convictions of 
what is their duty, in propagating and sustain- 
ing genuine homeopathy. 


Dr. Mott’s Valedictory Address, before the 
New-York Academy of Medicine—Pub- 
lished by order of the Academy. 


We have recently been much amused by the 
perusal of a remarkably lengthy tirade of abuse 
and yulgar calumny against homeopathy, in 
the form of an address before the New-York 
Academy of Medicine, by an individual who 
formerly, when American Surgery was in its 
infancy, succeeded in gaining a considerable 
reputation asa surgeon. ‘The person to whom 
we allude, Dr. Valentine Mott, is so thorough- 
ly known, even among his regular professional 
brethren, as an egotist; his puerile essays 
in the literary line, have been so unmercifull y 
ridiculed by all classes, that we are compelled 
in charity, to attribute the silly falsehoods and 
the impotent denunciations with which the ad- 
dress abounds, to the mental infirmities of age, 
and to the irritation which he and his brethren 
must experience from a continual loss of pro- 
fessional caste. 

We have attentively examined every part of 
this curious brochure for the purpose of finding 
an argument, or at least eome slight show of 
reason, for the virulence, and the childish spite 
against the homeopathists, which pervades 
nearly every page of the address, but we have 
searched in vain. Our practitioners, en masse, 
are denounced as“ charlatans,” “ impostors,” 
“ men reckless of truth and honor, blind to 
the odium of a preposterous, weak or wicked 
contradiction,” and our system as “a mon- 
strous heresy, which has no superior in absur- 
dity.” Whether the very dignified 
made up faces at us, while calling these hard 
names, and giving vent to his pent-up malice, 
we have not learned ; but we should naturally 
su that the momentous arguments which 
the valorous old champion of bloodletting and 
calomel has hurled at our devoted heads, 
would derive and cogency, by an oc- 
casional pause, e purpose of making up 
mouths at us. If the learned and regular 
professor did not make up faces as above, dur- 
ing the delivery of this most brilliant produc- 
tion, we beg leave to suggest to himself and 
his brethren in their future exhibitions of malice 
and envy, that this highly appropriate auxil- 
liary recourse be adopted, as a potc nt means 
of enforcing their arguments. It is quite true 
that homeopathic physicians, being for the 
most part, gentlemen by birth, habits, and ed- 
ueation, and having also a due regard to their 
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dignity as men of learning, science, and honor, | nated, what he is pleased to term regular “ le- 


cannot degrade themselves by bandying vulgar 
epithets with their disappointed rivals ; and as 
no valid arguments have ever been adduced 
their doctrines, they have preferred to 
remain tranquil in the enjoyment of their large 
ices, and to view with silent contempt, the 
writhings, the calumnies, and the bitter invec- 
tives of their opponents. But what is the 
cause of the unusual excitement against our 
system of practice, by the men of the old 
school throughout ihe entire Union ? Why are 
they continually calling conventions, organizing 
societies, and expending so much time and 
money in attacking a doctrine which they pro- 
fess to contemn ? Why are their Journals teem- 
ing with inuendoes and misrepresentations re- 
specting us, and our views? The explanation 
may be found in three very significant words— 
loss of practice. If the impartial observer will 
take the trouble to enter into an investigation, he 
will find that a majority of the most desirable 
families of New-York at the present time, rely 
upon the homeopathic method of cure. Nor 
is this the only cause of alarm to the old school 
gentlemen, for the families that still have the 
hardihood to adhere tothe accursed and crum- 
bling doctrines handed down from Hippocrates 
—doctrines which had their birth in a heathen 
temple, and which have been amplified and 
elucidated by sorcerers and astrologers of the 
dark ages—these families now employ the 
Hippocratics with fear and trembling. They 
see on every side, the success of the hommopath- 
ie practice. They do not behold as results of this 
method, constitutions forever impaired by poi- 
sonous doses of drugs : they see no dropsies or 
cerebral inflammations arising from excessive 
bloodletting and ~“rging, no rotting of the 
bones—no foul an. unmanageable ulcers, pro- 
ceeding from the abuse of mercury: no cov- 
ering up of diseases with opium, until death 
successfully grapples his victim : no artificial 
diseases created by violent medication, which 
so frequently reduces the patient, in the most 
regular mauner possible, to the brink of the 
grave; but instead of these things, they are 
often forced to be witnesses of the pleasant, 
speedy, and safe cure of the homeopath. In 
view of this condition of affairs, who can won- 
der that these sticklers for antiquated dogmas, 
“ shake in their shoes ?” 

Who can wonder that these self-styled 
regulars, these men, whose natural or acquired 
abilities no one has ever been able to discover 
or appreciate but themselves, should display so 
much perturbation of spirit, at the sugcess— 
not of uneducated, dishonest, or incompetent 
men, a8 Dr. Mott has impertinently insinuated, 
but of gentlemen who, in every point of view, 
are their equals, whether it be birth, education, 
talents, wealth, or social position. This is 
what rouses their ire ; this is what calls out so 
incessantly their bitter denunciations. 

But, with the usual vain-glorious assumption 
of the allopath, Dr Mott has laid much stress 
upon the importance of preserving uncontami- 





gitimate medicine !” This was an unfortunate 
topic for the professor to broach, since the fact 
is now generally conceded, that there are 
scarcely two men in the allopathic ranks whose 
theoretical or practival opinions correspond. 
Indeed so entirely averse and contradictory are 
their views upon medical questions, that a new 
appellation has been invented in order to in- 
clude all of these heterogeneous elements. 
Therefore the old school men tell us that they 
are eclectics, i. e. pickers-up of any vagabond 
notions which may chance to be in vogue with 
the legitimate oracle of the day. Thus, one 
month venesection is the hobby ; another, it 
is purgation ; another, it is mercury in altera- 
tive doses; anothér, antimonials; another, 
emetics ; at the present time, cod-liver oil ap- 
pears to be the regular cure-all. This is 
regularity with a vengeance. Let any num- 
ber of these conceited empiries, or if they 
prefer the term, eclectics, be consulted re- 
specting a given disease, and it is altogether 
probable, that not only their diagnosis will be 
entirely at variance, but that their prescrip- 
tions will also be totally different and contra- 
dictory. For the truth of these remarks, we 
refer with confidence to all intelligent laymen 
who have had occasion to consult different al- 
lopathists respecting the same malady. To il- 
lustrate the point more clearly, let us suppose 
acase of typhus fever. In this disease, one 
regular advocates bloodletting, another regu- 


| lar denounces it as fatal ; one approves of 


cathartics. his regular brother looks upon their 
administration as little better than murder ; 
one considers it a sthenic disease, and bleeds, 
vomits, purges, sweats, and * alters” something 
in the organism (he knows not what) with 
mercurials and antimonials, while his regular 
cotemporary believes it to be an asthenic dis- 
ease, and entertaining a holy horror of anti- 
phlogistics, relies upon bark, iron, wine and 
brandy from the commencement ; others still, 
like Louis of France, Forbes of England, and 
the late professor Nathan Smith of our own 
country, have eschewed all these uncertain 
methods, and adopted the “ expectant” or 
non-interference principle. 

The same uncertainty—the same diversities 
of opinion—the same system of guessing, ron 
through their entire system of theory 
and practice, and yet these self-announced 
regulars”—these pinks of modesty—these 
boasting empirics, these legalized advocates of 
a school of medicine which was conceived and 
carried out to nearly its present practical con- 
dition, by a heathen philosopher, who had not 
a single just idea respecting the functions of 
the organism, or the phenomena of life—are 
constantly intruding their barbarous and perni- 
cious dogmas upon the public, with the impudent 
assumption that in themselves are concentrated 
all the science, honor, integrity, and dignity 
which pertains to medicine. The only argu- 
ments with which they have ever dared to as- 
sail homeopathy, are “ charlatan,”** quack,” 
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“impostor,” and such like dignified epithets. 





which Hahnemann and his disciples have ac- 
eumulated, and the logical inference which our 
schoo! has derived from them, they spit forth 
their childish venura, in the classical style of a 

fishwoman, hoping thus to stem 
the of public opinion in favor of homeo- 




















MEETING 
OF THE 
American Instrrute or Homaoratnay. 


The American Institute of Hom@opathy 
will meet at the City Hall in the city of Alba- 
ny, N. Y.,on Weduesday, the 12th day of June 
next, at 10 o'clock, A. rw’) 


A. E. Suara, General Secretary. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR. 


Dn. L. Batrey, of Brookfield, N. Y., writes: 
“ Homeopathy is continaally gaining in popu- 
Tar favor in vicinity, as the result of its 
extraordinary success. We have had a good 
deal of Pneumonia this winter, and so far as 
I know, without a single death under our 
treatment.” 
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Dr. J. N. Eldridge, of Ann Arbor, Michi- 
age Yonah mentions the conversion of an ‘Allopath 
in that aint He was a 















ali: ig of rmigyy ongs had 
practised Allopathy 14 years. “ result 
of Homeopathic practice in Ann Arbor arrest- 





ed his attention, and led him to an investiga- 
tion of ite truths, and, to ase his own expres- 
sion, he says, ‘ it goes ahead of any thing he 

witnessed in the practice of medicine.’ 

is is only one instance of many that I 
might relate. Adherents to Homeopathy are 
fast increasing. I treated 113 cases of dysen- 
tery and diarrhcea last fall without the loss of 
one; while a fearful per ceiit. were lost under 
Allopathic treatment. 


Dr. W. L. Woodbury, of Eaten, N. ‘ 
writes: “* The great cause of H ee 
onward. The distaste for drags 
is ardently increasing. ar hy oil is ane 
fashionable remedy of the Allopaths in this, as 
in other places, and the bold administration of 
it, in connection with me » fully establishes 
one’s senamaiaipaerwel 



















Dr. P. C. Vastine, of York, York Co., Pa., 
Writes: “ Homoopathi¢ practices is going 
ahead in this viace, not the op- 















Unable to cope with the mass of rigid facts, 29th, 1850, writes 


Dr. J. F. Whittle, of Nashua, N. H., Apri 
“ Ho thy is gain- 
ing many and strong friends in this na 
= if were uagie eo howe of 
omeopathic physicians to lucate in al the 
good ee wae they are wanted, I think 
the majority of the people would employ them. 
“ T am under the painful necessity of inform- 
ing you of the oe of Moses Atwood, M. D., 
of New Boston, N. H. He died | yesterday 
sf at 10 o'clock, of Typhus Fever 
i. Atwood was the first physician of our 
hed ta New Hampshiré, and one of the 
first members of the American Institute of 


Homeopathy.” 


Dr. J. L. Brown, of Binghamton, N. Y., 
under daté of May 10th, 1 writes: “| 
have received the first number of the 5th vol. 
of your Journel. From its contents I am 
persuaded more than ever to continue a sub- 
scriber ; and, by so doing, not only add to my 
own knowledge of our heaven-sent system, 
but aid in spreading its important truths. 
The fact that troth must prevail, and in spite, 
too, of those miserable apes who pretend 


Sod wih srertt Welt sopeuhee wilted 
a fool or a kiiave of him who tries the con- 
temptible experiment.” 

Dr. Charles Davis, of Henry, Marshall Co., 
Illinois, writes: “‘ The cause is flourishing in 


the Prairie State, and all it wants are men of 


who pretend to practice Hommopathy, and 
they do it harm.” 

Dr. John C. Fall, of Sprin , Ohio, 
writes under date of April 18th, 1850: «1 
came into the regular school of Allopath 


1827. Took my degree in the Ohio hie! Metta! 


Since which time, until within the 


nor th 

months, I have been practicing on the 
I will veuture to say, 
no man, perhaps, did more business, or has 
been more successful than I have in that 


Allopathic system. 


system ; still I can say, thelonger I practiced 
it, the more I saw of its cumurtibity and ab- 
surdity ; and now I adopt Fi 
perceive there is an infinite difference in refer- 


enee to the philosophy of the 


respective sys- 

tems in favor of Homeopathy. 1 think I can 

safely say at the lowest robin that, by the 

am. fifty per 

cent. more successful "toa ta the aie aid in 

cent. ; for I cen 

now cure disedses that I could not by Allo- 

We are gaining, and the time is not 

wever much 
of the day. . 


itself its 
ee to the public by 


aduption of the new 
many cases one hundred per 


pathy. 
far off, when Homeopathy, 
yee it is now, will will be the 


y, and 
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HPOMG@OPATHIC MEDICAL COLLEGE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


GRADUATES OF 1849. 


Ara Public Commencement, held March 15th, 1849, the Degree of the College was con- 
ferred by the Hon. A. V. Parsons, President, upon the following gentlemen :— 


SUBJECT OF THESIS. 
Homeeopathy. 
Symptoms of the ear. 

enstruation. 
Pleuritis. 


NAME RESIDENCE. 


Clark, Joseph K. Massachusetts, 
Davis, Henry F. Ohio, 
» Nathan 8S. New Jersey, 
ardiner, Daniel R. Philadelphia, 
Hall, E. Bently New sarsey, 


Scudder, Samuel O. New-York, Evils of excessive in- 


dulgence in Venery. 
GRADUATES OF 1850. 
Ar a Public Commencement held March 2d, 1850, in the Musical Fund Hall, the Degree of 


the College was conferred by the Hon. A. V. 


RESIDENCE. 
Maine 
Maryland, 

isconsin, 
Philadelphia, 
Michigan, 
Maine. 
Phitade!phia, 
Maine 


Rhode Island, 


New-York, 
irginia, 
New-York, 
do 


om 

North Carolina, 

Maine, 

Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, 
do. 

Ohio; 


Parsons, President, upon the following gentle- 


SUBJECT OF THESIS. 


Tubercular Phthisis. 
Strumous Diathesis. 
Inhalation of Medicine. 
Inflammation. 
Coinciding tendency of Medicine. 
Origin and Philosophy of Disease. 
” of deren 
m@opathic Treatment of Dysentery. 

Infinitesimal doses and their’ Ratioaale 
m afl. action. 

osology. 
Puerperal Fever. 
Relations of Pathology and Practice. 


Chloroform. 

Scarlet Fever. 

Croup. 

Yellow Fever. 

Bilious Remittent Fever. 
Effects of Opium. 
Cholera. 


W. WILLIAMSON, M. D., Dean. 


The number who matriculated the last session was fifty-five. The course of study in this 


College is far more extended than any other in 
Allopathic 
in medicine 


the country. Every thing is tanght as in the 


so that the student may not be ignorant of the errors which aré inculeated 
, and he is also made acquainted with the theory and practice of 


Homeopathy. ‘This is the only institution in this country, where the latter can be said to be 


taiight. 


As we were going to press, a letter was 
received from Dr. Pulte of Cincinnati, on the 
of our article in the last number of this 
Journal, headed “Homeopathy in Ohio.” The 
latter will appear if the next number. Dr. P. 
will accépt out thanks for his favor. 


We have been informed that the Homa@o- 
pathic physicians of Rhode Island have had a 
convention and effected a state organization. 
We hiave not received the official proceedings. | 





There are two things which give us trouble : 
the disappointments of our subscribers in re- 
ceiving this Journal ; and our own disappeint- 
ments in receiving newspapers, pamphlets, of- 
ficial proceedings of societies, &c. addresed to 
us, The evil originates in the Post Offices. 
Those subscribers who are deficient in nttm- 
bers of this Journal, will please inform the 
Editer. 





THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATHY. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


A cenerat meeting of the Ho ie 
physicians of Rhode Island was ar py a 
dence on Weduesday, 22d. ult., and an organ- 
ization was effected under the title of “ Rhode 
Island Homeopathic Society.” Further than 
this we are not advised ; we expect to be fur- 
nished with full particulars, if so, they will 
appear in our next number. 


Tuose who have forgotten to remit one dollar 
for the present velume, will please not forget 
that the terms are payment in advance. 


We have spoken of an enlargement of this 
Journal. This will be done at any time during 
the publication of the present volume, when- 
ever the subscription list will warrant it. If 
all the friends of H thy were as zealous 
in promoting the circulation of the American 
Journal of Ho thy as a few are, we 
could enlarge the very next number. 


Tuere is reason to believe there will be a 

attendance at the meeting of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Hom thy, on Wednesday 
12th inst., at Albany, N. Y. We hope to see 
all the States represented. Dr. Smaley, of 
Philadelphia, is expected to deliver the An- 
nual Address. Those who know the Doctor 
expect an able production. Although the 
physicians of this State have several meetings 
appointed for this year, yet they should make 
sacrifice of time and business, and be present 
at them all. 


Dr. Enrmann, of Lancaster, Pa., will please 
accept our thanks for the list of subscribers 
he has sent us. How soon physicians of our 
school could give this Journal a large circula- 
tion! Will our colleagues look to their in- 
terest in this matter? 


The Homeopathist—A semi-monthly pe- 
riodical entitled ‘‘ The Homeopathist,” edited 
by Dr. D. Lewis, is published in Buffalo, N. Y. 

o. 3 of vol. 1. has been received at this 
office. It is designed for popular reading, 
and we should judge from the number before 
us, that the Editor is well qualified for the 
work he has undertaken, We wish it suc- 
cess, and hope that the friends of Homa@o- 
pathy will not fail to encourage every period- 
ical which is adapted to spread a knowledge 
of our science art. 





We have received the very able review of 
Rey. Dr. Latta’s ajtack on Homeopathists, 
by Adam Miller, M. D., of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
It appears clearly enough, that the Rev. Dr. 
L. is an unwise man, and a tful one too, 
or he would have remembe the old and 
true a 
houses,” 


» “They that live in glass 





DR. H. F. DAVIS’ 
HOMCGOPATHIC PHARMACY, 


125 Main-st. between Third § Fourth-sts., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Doctor Davis has just opened his establish- 
ment, and trusts that Physicians of the West will 
respond to his efforts to meet their wants, by 
sending in their orders; he assures them that 
all his articles are of the most reliable quality, 
and at prices offering inducements to deal with 
him. Nearly all his medicines are from the 
Central Leipzig Pharmacy. 

Dr. D. intends to keep all the Books, and the 
Medicines in their various forms of Tinctures, 
Triturations and Dilutions; also corks, labels, 
vials, sugar of milk, globules, ket cases, &c. 

Family Medicine Chests with Books to corres- 
— great variety, to suit the taste and means 
0 e 


Dr. H. F. Davis, 125 Main Street, Cincinnati, 
is our Agent for this Journal. Subseriptions 
paid to him will be duly acknowledged. 





J. EDW. STOHLMANN, 


DEALER IN 
Homeepathic Medicines and Books, 
No. 24 North William Street, at the junction o 

Chatham Sireet, v 


New-York, 
Respectfully informs Homeopathic cians 
and the friends of the system, that he oe con- 
stantly on hand a general assortment of genuine 
Medicines, either in tinctures, triwrations, dilu- 
tions, or medicated globules, imported from the 
Central ig wend at Leipzig; as Well as Phy- 
sicians’ and Family Medicine Chests, adapted to 
the domestic works of Drs. Hering, Laurie, , 
Chepmell, mee &c., viz: of 10, 27, 48, 58, 
60, 260 and 415 remedies; also, refined Su- 
gar Milk, pure Globules, Arnica plaster, &c. 
.; also a assortment of ALL the 
Homeopathic works published in this country 
as well as in Europe, at the _—— prices. 
rs from the country will be promptly at- 
tended td. Booksellers and venders supplied at 
the most reasonable rates. 


V. B. Parmer, Tribune Buildings, New York 
City, is hereby authorized to receive subscriptions 
for this Journal. Also, AnceLi & Ence., 
Printers, No. 1 Spruce-street, New York City. 


Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Journal may be 
had at $1 00 each of Mr. Rademacher, Phila- 
delphia ; Otis Clapp, Boston ; and of the Editor, 
62 Broadway. 





